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Update 
Since my last update a lot has happened, the course is now showing some 
definition and a lot of jobs have been ticked off.  

I have been trying to collect as much data as possible about the course and 
the weather, which we can input into a computer model, which we are 
trailling for our supplier. This allows us to look at growth rates and disease 
pressure, and give us a more  informed choice of when we apply fertilisers, 
growth regulators and fungicides.  Looking at the data for April, even 
though it shows we had a dry month and had highs of 21 degrees we also 
had night temps of  minus 1, and these average temps translated to a 
growth potential of only 33%, which has shown on the course with 
inconsistent growth and slow germination. This data will not only help 
inform decision making but also back me up with facts when asked 
questions about growth or the course. The next step is to increase and 
target our data collection, this can be done using moisture meters to target 
irrigation applications, a weather station to have site specific weather data 
and more golf related metrics, i.e. stimps and parry readings.  

The greens this week have received their planned micro hollow core which 
is helping to remove any organic matter build up from over the winter, and 
helping to encourage healthy growth. Around 12 tonnes of sand has been 
added to help dilute any organic matter build up and help smooth the 
surface. Fortnightly top dressings of around 3-5 tonnes will be applied 
through out the season. 

The fairways have received a couple of rakes and brushes to stand the 
grass up to remove any lateral growth and this will encourage better lies on 
the fairway. We intend to rake/brush the fairways at least once a month 
over the season.  

All the cylinder units will receive a sharpen and new bottom blades. This 
will further increase the definition around the course. 

Paths, ditches and bunkers have had at least one strim and the cycle will 
be performed as needed. The new bunkers have settled in well, some of 
the faces are still plugging but sand will be moved around and compacted 
where needed. This should  reduce as the sand starts to settle over the 
coming months.  

A number of trees have been transplanted on the 3rd and 6th , they have 
settled in well, and are already starting to leaf.  The root balls are having 
topsoil applied to blend them into the surrounding area. Some have been 
strapped up to help reduce any movement, which would damage any root 
growth. These straps are subject to a local rule.  

The drainage lines have all been topped off and seeded, with a lot of the 
grass establishing . Trees stumps and damage on the 6th and 17th have 
been cleaned out and are starting to be filled in. 

The 7th tee has been levelled and seeded. This should come into play later 
in the season . The banking requires a bit more work this will be done as 
soon as possible.  

I will update you again in a few weeks, but if you are following us on Twitter 
or Instagram. Josh has started posting on these accounts and you will 
notice a lot more photos and updates on there.  

Jonathan Brown  


