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End of year update 
We have managed to get most of our projects that we wanted to finish 
before Christmas done, these were jobs that were big and in areas that 
would have made a mess when the rain comes. The 7th bunkers are 
settling in well, with just the back banking of the fairway bunker to turf, the 
10th bunker has been made smaller but deeper, whilst the surrounding 
area has been changed to allow the surrounds mower to follow the 
contours better. With the turf being taken from the 7th tee, we have been 
able to cut and roll this area in preparation for next season. The bought-in 
turf on the 7th will be left a bit longer until it can establish.  

Bunkers have had their edges trimmed and sand re-distributed after heavy 
rain at the beginning of December had washed a lot of them out. The 
rubber crumbed bunkers that have already been done were simply raked 
as they had little sand movement. 

With a very dry November, most areas around the greens have been given 
a cut to tidy them up and re define short grass areas. The greens have 
received 2 verti-drains to various depths ranging from 4 to 8  inches. All the 
tees, surrounds and selected fairways have received at least one verti-
drain at 6 inches. This will help water move through the profile and also 
increase root depth into the next season. 

Greens are holding well so close to Christmas. 3 applications of fungicide 
have been applied since the beginning of October, the timing has been 
spot on, and we have seen little scarring. We have had weeks of high 
disease pressure throughout October and November and it has been nice 
to see the judgement of the timings of the applications has been correct. 2 
applications were made within 12 days of each other, this was done as the 
newer chemicals work better early in the disease cycle. Hopefully with the 
temperatures dropping in the next few days we don’t need to make another 
application, to help the plant until then we have sprayed iron onto the 
greens to harden up the plant cells and wetting agents along with a dew 
dispersant to help keep the leaf dry. 

Lots of smaller tidying up jobs have been done around the course , 
including leaf collection from all areas, lower branches lifted on the old 8th 
green to allow machinery to cut underneath, long rough areas strimmed 
and collected and hedge trimmed. Thanks to Alan Brear for painting the 
stripes on the 150 yard markers, and for tidying up the notice board by the 
1st tee.     

Can all members please look for pitch marks on the greens, and repair 
when found, carry if possible and if not keep trolleys and buggies at least 5 
metres away from the greens, this will allow the greens and surrounds to 
be in the best shape for the new season.  

Lastly the greens staff will be breaking up for a well deserved break on the 
22nd of December and will be returning in the new year on the 4th of 
January, I will be in most days to set the course up and to do some jobs 
over this period.  

Have a Happy Christmas and New Year from the green staff 

Jonathan Brown  

Head Greenkeeper  


