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Update  
Thankfully the awful spring has finished and summer seems to have 

started with a bang. The weather at the end of May brought the 

greens on great.  The Poa Annua is seeding but this is 3 weeks later 

than normal because of the weather. This should naturally stop in 

the next 2 weeks and the greens should then be running as smooth 

as they can. To help combat the seed heads during the next few 

weeks we are regularly verti cutting and brushing to remove the 

seed heads. 

A few scars are still recovering, these have been made by a grub 

called a leatherjacket. Whilst we over-wintered with little damage, 

these grubs migrated from the surrounding areas into the greens 

and started eating the roots. Some greens have been affected 

worse than others, but we should see recovery now as the life cycle 

of the grub means it moves further down into the soil profile to 

pupate. We may see an increase in bird damage as a result. Up until 

a couple of years ago we had a chemical to kill these grubs but this 

has been taken off the market. This is an industry wide problem, 

with even Royal St Georges experiencing damage. 

Since the start of the pandemic we have been with a reduced staff of 

4, and these last 2 weeks we have had staff missing due to holidays 

and covid regulations. This has meant we have had to either change 

how we do jobs or prioritise important jobs. Hopefully in the next few 

weeks we can get back on top of the few outstanding jobs we have, 

and in the next couple of months we can increase the staff by at 

least one member .  

If the membership can help us by repairing pitch marks and divots, 

leaving bunkers how you would like to find them, taking rubbish 

home, and giving the greens staff priority when out cutting, it would 

be much appreciated. 

On Monday we are going to micro tine the greens with a 6mm tine, 

to help increase water penetration and root growth. This should not 

affect the surface greatly and greens will be in play as we do this.  

The fairways will be getting a rake and a brush to encourage growth 

and the tees will be top-dressed with a compost material in the 

weaker areas and there will be a full divot on all the tees.  
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