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Update on the course 
It has been a  very busy, but frustrating first month back after lockdown. Since my 

last blog at the beginning of the month we have had none of the showers and 

warming temperatures we might have expected. This April is looking like the 

coldest in 32 years, with 20 nights of frosts and also one of the driest with only 3 

days with rainfall. This certainly hasn't been a spring of April showers.  We have 

seen some growing in of the scars as seen in these two photos of the 3rd. But in a 

normal spring, these areas would have pretty much grown out by now. This is very 

annoying for me as the way we were heading into to spring, even with the scarring 

from the fusarium disease, we would have seen surfaces return to their peak 

earlier than ever.  

The greens are just lacking the warmth that will trigger recovery. We will keep 

topdressing over the next few weeks to smooth out the surface, keep adding 

nutrients to aid with growth, and do localised over-seeding to help fill in the gaps. 

But we need the warmth. 

Rest assured that we were already working on the issue during the winter months.  

We used the verti-drain and A2G2 to different depths to alleviate compaction and 

encourage root growth, which will promote a stronger plant. Dew removers have 

been used to stop the leaf staying wet  in the mornings, and wetting agents have 

been used to dry the soil profile out. Different fertilizers  with different stimulants 

and  actions were used regularly to help strengthen the plant and help the plant 

self protect from the disease.  We also haven't caused any surface disruption i.e. 

hollow coring / scarifying after January, as we have learnt that the greens struggle 

to recover. We are always looking at our actions and seeing what needs to change 

or what worked, but we also need some help from Mother nature. 

This was all done to aid how quickly we came out of winter greens and into great 

surfaces. Again the weather didn't help us with heavy rains, snow and surfaces 

iced up for weeks, this coupled with the cold weather in April has not been great 

for growth.  

Another area that we will need to monitor if we don’t get any warmth or much 

water, will be the fairways which do not have the aid of extra irrigation. The last 

thing we need is to go straight from cold and dry to warm and dry.  

One small advantage of the lack of growth is that we have been able to finish off 

lots of the jobs we weren't able to complete because of the ground conditions. All 

of the 15th tee now has been cleaned up and soiled over, Stumps on the 9th and 

18th have been ground out and soiled over. The practice range has had new signs 

put in, and a few small irrigation issues have been fixed. 

Today the humps on the 7th and 12th have been hydro seeded with fescue grass, 

this will provide a low maintenance area that will also be attractive to look at.  

Hopefully May gives us good growing conditions so we can have that all important 

recovery.    
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