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Lockdown work 

Despite the lockdown the greens staff have been working 

hard on the course for the last 4 weeks. The 12th ditch 

has been lined with hardcore and the banks have been 

constructed by using turf from the 15th tee.  This helps to 

create a more natural looking ditch. Water is seeping into 

the ditch from the 12th slope and  a mole plough has 

been used to create channels for the water  to move into 

the ditch. It is in our future investment plans to add 

drainage pipes up the slope, which will help move the 

water quicker into the ditch. Other areas around the 

course have also been mole ploughed to aid water 

movement into drainage lines.  

The 11th green has had new drainage installed on the 

bottom part of the green which has already resulted in 

drier firmer conditions on this green.  

The new drainage on the 7th is working with just a few 

wet spots that will be roped off to protect them. It is not uncommon for wet spots 

to still be present near recent drainage works due to the compaction from 

machinery and the need for materials to settle. If these areas persist then 

additional work will be done to help move the water through the clay and into the 

drainage.  

On the 1st and 7th holes, any damage from the works has been repaired with soil 

and seed, and areas that were seeded earlier are growing in well. 

The eco rough around the course has been cut and collected . This helps to 

create a leaner more bio diverse grassland, helping golfers find their balls whilst 

providing habitat for wildlife. 

Most of the leaves have fallen, with just  the oak trees left to fall.  These have 

been collected and ditches cleaned out. The ditches on the 15th and 17th will be 

cleaned once all the oaks leaves have finished.  

The greens have been aerated twice over lockdown with 10mm and 19mm tines. 

19mm tines have been used on the green surrounds and fairways and the slitter 

has run over all areas of the course. All of this will help root development and 

water movement through the soil profile.   

All of this work has been done on top of keeping the greens as healthy as 

possible, with regular feeds so the plant has nutrients available for strong growth 

and use of dew suppressants to keep them dry, helping to reduce disease 

outbreaks.  

Cutting has been carried out on the greens, tees and surrounds to help keep 

presentation and playability once golfers return. 

Thanks to Gordon Baines for building bird boxes that we will put up around the 

golf course,  Andrew Shales for providing Gordon with the materials, and  Alan 

Brear for painting these bird boxes and for cleaning the yardage disks. 

See you all from Wednesday. 

Jonathan Brown Head Greenkeeper  

Work on the 
course:  

 12th ditch 

 Mole plough 

 7th drainage 

 11th drainage 

 Eco rough 

 Leaves 

 Aeration 

 Members work 
 

 


